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Filipino tech innovator,
philanthropist Dado
Banatao dies at 79

By Claire Morales True, Managing Editor
N | SAN FRANCISCO,
California Renowned
l Filipino engineer, tech in-
novator and philanthropist
Diosdado “Dado™ Banatao
died on Christmas Day at the
Stanford Uni Medical
Center. He w
His family said Banatao,
who was known as the Bill
Gates of the Philippines,
succumbed  peacefully to
complications from a neuro-
logical disorder that hit him
late and detected P> Page 4
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Asylum pause
and the EAD
clock

By Atty. Lozano Page 12
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Metro filmfest:
Vice Gandais best
actor, ‘I'm Perfect’
is best picture
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President ignores surveys as almost half
of Filipinos ‘critical’ of his performance
By ALFRED GABOT and CLAIRE MORALES TRUE,
Editor in Chief and Managing Editor
MANILA/SAN FRANCISCO, California
Amid the multi-billion-peso budget insertions re-
sulting to massive flood control projects scandal,
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and his adminis-
tration face a bleak New Year as his approval and
trust ratings have plummeted to negative level
based on surveys by three independent survey and
research firms. »Page 9

Marcos Jr's ICl ends year
as total failure

By Beting Laygo Dolor, Editor

MANILA — When Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
created  the  Independent
Commission on Infrastruc-
ture (ICI), hopes that the

parties behind the massive
flood control project andal
would be identified, charged,
and imprisoned were sky

high P Page 9

California’s new ghost gun
laws take effect in 2026

By Cesar Antonio Nucum Jr.

SAN  FRANCISCO
-- New and updated stan-
dards, responsibilities, and
accountability — measures
on ghost guns and illegal
firearm manufacturing
will take effect on Janu-
ary 1, 2026 for the Golden
State, the mia Attor-
ney Gene Office an-
nounced P Page 7

Atty. General Rob Bonta

Trump names Lipton US envoy to Manila
essica Sanchez in PHL, eyes Pinoy songs

SARA'S SOARS TO +31%

Gen Alpha spurs
LICE forwa‘rdy

ALLICE | new of ¢ ity
educators for healthy ps at 2025 vy, d
fete. From left, standing: Lisa Putkey, Jacquie Yujuico,
Junior Flores, Mariel Jacinto Valdes, Edna Murray, Jei
Africa and author. Foreground: Chloe Jimenez Wong,
Betty Esteva, Talia and Jennifer Jimenez Wong, Scar-
lett and Chris Jimenez Wong. Photo by MZMORENO

MPATHY, equity
and inclusion light
the way for AL-

LICE, the all-volunteer
team formed 23 years ago
to educate toward healthy
interaction everywhere.

lationchi

Last summer the Ku-
mares & Kumpares, as
members of the nonprofit
Alliance for Commu-
nity Empowerment call
themselves, welcomed
their first offi-PPage 10|
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Gen Alpha...

cial teen Kumare Chloe Jimenez Wong, 16, along with
newest peers to swear in before 2025 Colma Mayor Ken
Gonzalez.

The incoming junior at Mills High School swore to
understand the dynamics of intimate partner and family
relationships, be able to distinguish between healthy and
unhcalthy behaviors and how to respond appropriately to

(From page 1)
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es of or witnessing abusive interaction.
Above all, she vowed to model said healthy behaviors
and learn resources to help those who may need it.

' With guidance from
school faculty, Jimenez Wong has embarked on spreading
the word about her newest affiliation with those closest
to hcr fellow students at her high school in Millbrae.

“It’s important for the youth to know what is healthy
in a relationship and how to stop toxic and abusive
behavior,” she told Upside. “Since a lot of high school
students are in relationships, the only thing they know

e about relationships are what lhcy grew up with, or what
they see in movies or shows.”

The first Kumare from Gen Alpha - the population

born between 2010 and 2025 - tackled the issue at the

CHERIE M, QUEROL MORENO

first meeting that resulted in “aha”™ moments with the 18

L 4 attendees, she added.
First official Junior Kumare “When the students learned about the types of abuse,
Chloe Ji Wong is a they said they recognize the behaviors from their past
cradle ity educa- relati ips or relati ips from their friends’ rela-

sarily ref
lncorre« prlmlng, photographical emm or information listed or for loss or dama;
Reproduction or redistribution in whole or in part is prohil ked

Corruption runs in the family

o one is surprised to learn that President Bongbong Marcos® oldest son,
Rep. Sandro Marcos. s corrupt as his father and grandfather.
Indeed, corruption runs deep in the Marcos/Romualdez clan because
they have gotten away with wholesale graft for decades.
Recall that the namesake of Marcos Jr, the dictator Ferdinand R. Mar-
cos was referred to the richest man in Asia.”

Evel er the family wa pelled from the country by the people, they still man-
aged to live like royalty in Hawa

When they were allowed to return to the Philippines, it was if nothing had
changed. They still lived in the most opulent mansions and condo units, and when ma-
triarch Imelda Marc as found guilty by the Sandiganbayan of appropriating millions
for her personal use as head of the Metro Manila Commission, she did not spend a single
minute in prison.

The various governments that followed the despicable Marcos regime did precious
little to make the family pay for The children of Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos
1 elected to various posts in their home province of Ilocos Norte.
izing that they could get away with fiscal murder, or grandscale theft of the
ax money, the Marcoses bided their time, waiting for the opportunity to retake
Malacanan Palace.

Bong Bong and elder sister Imee had both won elections, initially local, but eventu-
ally national. Both made it to the Senate. This, despite BBM having been earlier disqual-
ified. Indeed, money talks in Philippine politics and Marcos money screams the loudest.

Marcos Jr. won the presidency under somewhat my. us circumstances, with the
supposed results made known before the polling places had closed.

A small nof IT expe id the results were not only improbable, but impossible.

But few listened to their explanation because it was too technical for the average
Filipino to fully comprehend.

So it was that Bongbong Marcos was “elected” president in 2024

Naturally, he brought along members of his family to power, with eldest son Sandro
winning a seat in the House of Repre: e

More than just winning a congry
eted. And why not? Not only was his
was also voted Speaker of the House.

For a while, young Sandro showed that he might be made of better stuff than his
father and grandfather.

For one, he earned a valid degree from the London School of Econor
showed himself to be a respectful young man, even to the polit p

However, after making it as Majority Leader of the House
ing his moves, and not in a good way.

It has been recently revealed that Sandro Marcos has also taken part in budget inser-
tions, the bane of the national budget.

Sandro’s political fortunes skyrock-
xecutive of the country, his own uncle

he has been quietly mak-

He, too, it seems, has been identifying projects, from which he would receive his
share of the kickbacks in the millions ln hundreds of millions of peso
In all, Sandro’s region received P12.91 billion in allocations for 202! , making Ilocos

ct level recipient of the Dup.n‘lmcnl of Public

Works and Hlsh\\ ays’ budget.
It must be noted that Ilocos Norte is nowhere near being a developed province. Yet

ed a massive allocation for who-knows-what.

rtain that BBM and his son will never pay for their repugnant w:
C urruplmn thy name is Ferdinand, Imelda, Ferdinand Jr., and now Sandro Marcos.

They all make us sick.

tionships, but did not realize it was abuse until now,”
she stressed. Some had never heard of spiritual abuse,
where the perpetrator exerts control over the survivor’s
religion or none.

FAMILY PROJECT

The budding advocate’s project scems predestined. No one who is familiar with
Chloe’s family 1s surprised by her passion to provide her cohort information to protect
themselves and those around them from potential hurt.

She is, after all, the eldest of three girls born to parents who met in the mid-2000s as
colleagues at CORA, the San Mateo County domestic violence service agency, where
ALLICE was conceived in 2003. Today they devote their  (Continue on page 20)

Christmas in our hearts

I'VE come to think that Christmas doesn’t ask us to get

tor for healthy relation-
ships. Photo by Jennifer
Jimenez Wong

everything right.

This year, that gratitude comes with weight.

Too many Filipino families welcomed Christmas after
storms and earthquakes had already passed through their
lives—homes destroyed and flooded, livelihoods washed away,
memories soaked in rubbles, mud and loss.

Some are rebuilding quietly.

Others are still waiting. And there is an unspoken frustration
lh.u lingers r that some of the damage might have been
ned had promised flood-control projects actually existed
lxyund paper and press releases.

For them, Christmas is not loud. It is careful. It is grateful
for survival, for dry ground, for one more chance to begin again.

And yet, gratitude still finds its way in.

Not for what was perfect, but for what gndurgd For meals shared even if the table is smaller.
For families that stayed inta
For the |mplu grace of bun; together dm.r a year that tested patience, faith, and trust.

s Chri s,

=)
MELANDREW T, VELASCO

t.

in the way people rebuild before questions are answered, nluan up bulun. help ar-
rives, and celebrate even when recovery is incomplete.
e decorate anyway. We cook anyway. We gather anyway-—not because the year was kind,
cause hope remains our most stubborn tradition.
i i Christmas does not arrive on Dec. 25. It arrives quietly in September
with the Christmas carol of Jose Mari Chan.

Christmas has a way of finding us—even when we're not quite ready for it.

Filipino families know this moment by heart.

Over lllm our Christmas table has learned to adjust. Our four children grew up with the

to be thankful not for what arrived perfectly, but for what arrived at all.
in the quiet realization that the year, for all its weight, rried us s

to this moment, gathered around what remains, thankful for what endures.
(Continue on page 20)
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Toddler Chloe Jimenez Wong (in the arms of her mother)
eyes the future while holding hands with ALLICE founder
at 's 10th
tion. From left, standing: Jennlfev Jimenez Wong, author,
Edna Murray, Erllnda Galeon, Susan Roxas, Yumi Querubin,
Bettina Santos Yap, Malou Aclan and Joanne del Rosario.
Foreground: Jei Africa, Alice Bulos and Randy Caturay. Pho-
to bv MZMORENO

s to the ind, Jent orga that has broken
the F|I1pmo nummunlly silence on intimate partner and family
violence prevention through free and open-to-the-public events
and activ made possible through donations from supportive
individuals and groups.

Her mother Jennifer Jimenez Wong is two-time president of
ALLICE; her father Chris, its tech consultant. Chloe is slowly
taking over web upda hile younger sisters Scarlett and Talia
assist at outreach act i

The proud mother is a seasoned licensed marriage and fam-
ily therapist. As program director of Fred Finch Children &
Family Services fv.vr San Mateo and Alameda Counties, she has
helped famili d the of their i
and stop the cycle of violence.

“Abuse is a learned behavior, so children who witness
timate partner violence may think abusive patterns are normal.
They then bring the abusive patterns into their own relationships
and are more likely to be an abuser or a victim because it is
familiar to them,” she imparted to Uj B,

Jennifer, who joined ALLICE as an MEFT intern, brought
each of her three daug} along to and
and later as a family, with Chris as escort.

“I want to teach my children about healthy relationships
through my years of advocacy with ALLICE, and want th
to spread the awareness to their peers and the community,”
reiterated her full support for Chloe, whose outreach ta
impressed her mother.

Chloe got students involved by writing personalized mes-
s 1o her friends, and also made and posted flyers around
the school lujuin their first meeting with a QR code to fill out
a google form,” Jennifer , noting her daughter’s ability to
“do this within one week.

Chloe aims to continue to educate more high school students
about intimate partner violence before pursuing social ecology
when she enters college in 2027. By then she sees Scarlett build-
ing on the program having become a Mills HS frosh in the fall.

Chloe envisions student volunteers helping out with AL-
LICE events. She said her “ultimate goal” is to hold a “big
event” at her school in Millbrae. That would be historic and
faithful to the mother urgdmmhun 's pioneering spirit.

P

Cherie Querol Moreno is PNews Executive Editor: She is
Founder-Executive Director of ALLICE.

Health & Wealth

cists, Believers and Christians™ now available at Amazon
in Hardcover ($28.95 per copy pl ipping and handling)
Paperback ($18.95 per copy plus shipping and handling)and
E-book (8$8.95 per copy). Here are some comments and re-
views on the book:
“I was blessed to meet and had praye on with Evan-

ist Art Gabot Madlaing and members of the WE CARE
\/lml»(nu Team in my home in General Santos City in Min-
danao last February 19, 2016. For reformation, moral and
spiritual regeneration, I recom-

S[U[GIA[P[AQAIL[O]K] mend this book to everyone e
OISIAlP [T INBLIA[E[A] Pecially to Filipinos in our home-
% v TEMOIHIA[L|E]s] land and abroad,” said MANNY
NEOE AlL[o[n[a| PACQUIAO, boxing legend and
TTARMATG AlM A Ale] former Philippine senator. .
1710 “This book can help bring
BN NNNEE DG millions of Filipinos to Jesus,
STRIATETT nEnD the Prince of Peace, for salvation
and spiritual awakening,” wrote
KUILIALZAREIKL S| CORAZON M. NERA. former
(AISTIINGKIAINL LA Chair, Regulatory Board of Li-
LIAINIGIMATLIAITIAIN] brarians, Manila, Philippines.

“As founder of WE CARE Ministr
Madlaing wrote this nook. I encourag
atheist and of course, stra;
read it, heed it and be ble:
Monrm Lou

I am glad that Art
Il - the agnostics,
raying Christians. Order and
choed LARRY WEST, West

econd s the updated “LONGEV-
ITY TlPS (332 pag You Can Discover
and Do for Good Health and Long now available at
Amazon in Hardcover 15’(» 95 per copy plus

dling); E-book ( $6.95 er copy). Here are some review
comments on thL book:

longevity in life, * wrote HENRYT BR/\VO E\dnbdl\l
Elder, SURREY CHURCH OF CHRIST, Vancouver, B.C.,
Canada.

“As nursing educator and practicing nurse, I commend Art
Gabot Madlaing, founder of FITNESS FOR HUMANITY,
for writing this timeless book. It is a must reading for ev
body, choed DEBORAH QUINIONES MARCOS, Re
tered Nurse with KAISER PERMANENTE, San Francis

dh(omm USA.
1 and salute /\n

and the general public
g FREE autographed
p selling books I sent to Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump and Firs Lady Melania Trump. Just pay
for Priority Mail postage, shipping and handling.
For your FREE autographed copies of the two Amazon
selling books, just send $20 (in check or money order
ART G. MADLAING, 730 Madrid Street, San Fran-
cisco, CA 94112 Tel. (650)438-531 or (415)584-7095 or
rtmadlaing@hotmail.com
and happy Holiday Season and

(ART GABOT MADLA accredited and commis-
sioned Notar) od Real Estate Broker (DRE
#00635976) California since 1981. He is the founder of
MOBILE SIGNING SERVICES, FI S FOR HUMANITY
(aka FITNESS FIR CHRIST) and ACAPINOY. Art is active
Evangelist with the GOLDEN GATE CHURCH OF CHRIST
in San Francisca 1

ing should be investigated PI"L dcnl lercos. furmcr DPWH
ecretaries Bonoan and Villar, all senators who are charged of
being involved in the flood control anomalies like Escudero,
Villanueva and several others; congressmen Co, Romualdez
and others similarly involved: DPWH officials involved like
and many others; contractors involved like
Mayor Magalong of Baguio
e away Cabral and her driver at
ne of the suicide or murder, and , of course the driver of
Cabral and her husband.

Until the complete fair investigation is over pointing ac-
curately to the cause of death- the accusing finger still points
to murder, not suicide, as the cause of death.

(The column was originally posted by Atty. Homobono A.
A(I(Ln a fors mer Assel mhl\mun (n)\ vernor and Imlm;y ation

akest link and most vulnerable point.
ng, the Philippi s much weaker than
d one of the United States’ concerns in the defense

munlh \\Num,wn
nce to the Philip-

assed the 2024 Philippine Enhanced Resiliency

Act (PERA) bill in the NDAA, which allocates $500 million
annual Foreign Military Financing to the Philippines for five
years, starting in 2026 to 2031
Anulhur Sl bll]mn in dLl

terest rate to be determined by the Secretary of State.
This is the biggest ever sccun(y aid given by the United
States to the Philippines in
Manila is, after all, a major non-North Atlantic Treaty Or-
n 1NATOi all\ and the oldest security treaty partner

Ho s
fund the Philippines” military upgrade plan to mdth its peers
in Southeast Asia.

It needed more to achieve President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr's military equipment wishlist drawn up in 2024, valued at 2
trillion pesos or $34 billion.

It would probably cost more than double Marcos Jr's
wishlist to build a credible defense posture and contribute to
onal deterrence.
spending $70 billion in defense and roughly 2
s GDP to hLIp the US, which has a defense budget

ion in defense, with
alaries and allow-
('DP

pp! ts dense spending to at
least 2 percent of its GDP to catch up with its peers and de-
velop a credible defense posture
annot always rely on its allies, the Unit-
, and other like-minded countries, to

It has to stand on its own. It should make an effort to sur-
vive a conflict on its own beyond 30 days.

China has been consistently uu]‘xlmb the country’s sover-
eign rights, intruding closes

For instance, a Chinese frigate wa: en loitering
40 nautical miles off Capones Island in Zambales, prompting
to send two warships to drive away the Jiangkai II-
frigate.

Thes 2026 as both
China and the United Sta st each other’s re-
spo! in the battle of patience in volatile waters in the re-
gion.

o Of course, the Philippines will be caught in the middle
and should prepare if and when these two powers come into
blows over Taiwan.

The Philippines must prepare for 2026. It may be a more

r Award-winning journalist Manuel S. Mogato
originally wrote this column for TVS News Network.)

he Outsider

Christmas lingers in the hum of familiar vo
comfort of knowing that for this season, everyone is safe,
healthy and sound.

As we celebrate the birth of our savior Jesus Christ, let's
all pray —not for more gifts or blessings —but simply for
gratitude.

For indeed, we all have many reasons to be grateful for.
Merry Christmas and God bless the Philippines!

(The writer. president/chief executive officer of Media
Touchstone Ventures, Inc. and president/executive director of
the Million Trees Foundation Inc., a non-government outfit
advocating tree-planting and environmental protection, is the
official biographer of President Fidel V. Ramos.)
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